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Children of Praise

present:
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Sunday, Dec. lith
at 6:00 pm

Please Join us,
and invite a friend!

A Cookie Reception
follows +he show!

The Great Christmas Giveaway
by Celeste Clydesdale
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production we take a gootbok at how God gave to us so we c
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Join Brody, Ashlegnd the rest of the class officers as they meet
the mall to search for the perfect present for their homeroo
teacher. There are many temptations and detours along the w
but they come to learn that true joy is only found when we give
others in thesame way Christ gave to.ussod gave out of love
(John 3:16), that He gave His best (His one and only Son), ant
He gave in response to our great nefed a Savior God knew we
could never repay Him, and yet He still sent Jesus... and "the
GoesOn and On and On."
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ltés beginning to look a lot |Iike Christmas é Neighe
emerging from their normal obscurity to make their annual appearance. Even the weather is cooperating with a
amount of snow earlier this week. In the midst of everything that goes along with the season, | love the opportunit
reflect on the f asc.iSorprisel Surgrisdt ory of Jesusd birth

On one hand, you have what we call the INCARNATIO®Mt hat i n Jesus, God became
Word became fleshé (John 1:14). Over 2,000 years ag¢
thatset ence seems quite strange to us, doesnot iit? A [

story and mission of Jesus. After all, how else could Jesus be fully God and fully man? And how else could He
Mediator between God and limanity? What a fascinating truth indeed!

As if that werendt e n o uwdgthgaes beyora justthe detailmaf what happendd koeéhe svenam
fascinating WHY behind the details. As we considered this past Sunday morning from 2 Cuieins 8:9, He did iffor our

beneftt | know itds popular to offer the obligatory Chr
levels, | fully appreciate that statement and the intent behind it. And yet, when you knowthestar i t 6 s ha
in reality, OWE are the reason for the -esemsened; I|lil

heartbeat of the story is about what He did FOR Ui®ur
need for a Savior.

After Sunday morning, someone reminded me of the fol
song that celebrates all that Jesus did on our behal

How many kings, steppd down from their thrones? How many lords have abandoned their homes?
How many greats have become the least for me? How many Gods have poured out their hearts
To romance a world that has torn all apart? How many fathers gave up thesons for me?
Only one did that for me

During this upcoming Christmas season, may we truly celebrate Him! May we embrace the love that God has show
sending Jesus to be born, to live, to die FOR US!

In HIS Service.

Mt
Update on SCC Eldership ¢

During our recent recommendation period, we had a couple of names submitted as potential elders. After sp

time in prayer and deliberation, both men have decided not to pursue this specific leadershigt tbis point With
Terry Ochs goingonhis® ot GAOFE o6F &SI NR& oNBF]{ FNRY y2N¥XIf N
with the following men continuing to serve in this capacity: Warren Burrow, Ernie Emmerton, Pat Little, Dennis
and Mike Owen.

UPCOMI NG SERMONS ¢

Dec. 11 O0The Wonder of Christmas é Cel

Dec. 18 0Baby Jesus é€ Rejected by Those
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southlandwomen

In September we started an exciting new ministry for moms called Moms Set Apart. Unlike MOPS, a
worldwide organization, MSA is unique to Southland. God placed in our hearts a desire to Scripturally mentor
mothers with young children 8 equipping them to f ollow the ways laid out in His Word rather than succumb to

the ways of the world. It is the concept we see Paul lay out in Titus 2:3 0

oL/ kewi s e, teach the ol der women to be reverent [ n the umateachvihay
/s good. Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be self  -controlled and pure, to be busy at

home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands,

We want to provide a Biblical foundation for those mothers who want to be intentional in their mothering and
build their home so that the Lord is honored. At e

Moms 6 presents a Bi bl iowitHbeipyraivoman, wife,ermoma.vi ng t o d

One of the scriptures that motivates me when speaking to these moms is found in Judges 2:7 & 10:

0The people served the Lord throughout the [/ fetime of Jhegréal a
things the Lord had done for | srael éAfter that whol e gener ap,iwbon

knew nei ther the Lord nor what he had done fo

When | read that text | t hi nkolderbnaratien far mot takihgethma time$ohpasm e
on their spiritual heritage! 6 They did not equip ¢t
come in a land full of ungodly influences. The culture our young parents today face is also full of ungodly
influences. It is up to us not to make that same mistake. That is why | see great value in Moms Set Apart.

We do it so the next generation will be equipped to make a difference in our church, our community, and our

nation. We want to pr epare moms so they can live radically different lives than those around them.
Here are some thoughts from moms currently involved in MSA:

Amber Neil writes: Each week this year has been life changing. | have seen women encouraged for the first
time in a long time by El Roi, the God who sees. He sees all of the mundane things they do as a mom. It may
go unnoticed to the world or her family, but not to God. We are learning to be Godly wives who honor and

respect our husbands. We are learninghowto change our families. o
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...continued from page 3

Catrina St ei nman says: ol |l ove MSA this year! N-thdod form |
bit, but it also allows me to get to know some amazing new women and form life  -long friendships. My
favorite thing however is the studies. We are divingint o Godds Word and f i ndisay
about being a Mommy/Wife/Dau ghter/Friend and getting helpful tools from the mentor moms on how to put
Godds plan into our |ives. [ |l ove how | | eave tther

in store for me . 06

Debbie Jennings adds this: O0OMoms Set Apart has been
with small children as well. While it is a nice break from the kids and a fun time to chat with friends, it is so

much more th an that. This year, among other things, | have been challenged to be a better, more Godly
wife; received great tips for disciplining my kids; and talked with others about how we can turn to God when

we are just worn out, all while being given plentyoflo ve and advice from our wot

so thankful for the ministry of MSA!O

During the meetings, we have a crew of volunteer who care for the children. We are thankful to them and

for the job they do. They are a critical piece of the MSAmi ni stry puzzl e. Frank|l
without them. Having said that, one of the ongoing hindrances to MSA is the lack of childcare volunteers.

One of the ways we as a church can convey our conviction that parents and families matter is to willingl y

serve these young moms so they can be equipped to establish God -honoring homes.

Matt Rodriguez served with the children for 3 years and had to step down at the end of last year. At our
banquet honoring the childcare workers in May, mom after mom spoke  of the difference he had made to
their children. Other workers were praised in the same fashion. Many of them said that they had no idea
that they were making that much of a difference in the lives of those moms and families. So it really is true

0 by serving you yourself are blessed!

MSA meets the first and third Thursdays of every month from 9:00 to 11:30. If you have these hours
available, | would ask that you pray about giving your time to these young moms. If you feel that God is

leading you to become a part of this ministry, please contact either Cindy Benefield or myself.
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E E COLLEGE & YOUNG CAREER CONNECTION

Sundayo6s @ 9:15am * Begi fAnin

Just starting life in theeal worldO'y 6S |y dzLJKAff oFdGfS Ay 2ySQ:
G2N] SNEX YR SYLX 28SNE NS O2yaidlyidfte GKNBGgAY:
often leave you on a road that leads to doubt, confusion,-seffidency, spiritual depravity, and worldl
ambitions. And soon you begin to forget what a follower of Jesus even looks like.

At THE SYNC wedl | have the opportunity to cor
some of the same | ife situations. We ordéverncvweekn e
as we strive to discover His Will and purpose for each one of our lives in

the real world.

Join us for

THE SYNC-S Rockinn-= Ro@kTMoeodCaCrhmncsHarmal
Sunday, December 1§ @ 5pm ‘ oo B

What to Expect?

1) Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest
2) White Elephant Gift Exchange
3) Your Favorite Holiday Treats
4 Rockin= Christmas Caroling (in ;ff
5) Lots of Fun!

S We

fellowship for twenty & thirty somethings

Because of the development of the n&ynaministry, the"Rockin' RockwoddChristmas
Party on December 18th replacasy previously advertised FTS eten

Due to the need for Jon's leadership of the Sync, we are in the process of revampiBg F
looking for info about future events in January 2012!




The Gifts We Give
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Throughout the Christmas season, we will have gift catalogs from several organizations that are comm

serving the poor around the world in the name of Christ.

C%mﬁaswsﬂlon http://www.compassion.com/catalog.htm

in Jesus name

6

Samaritan’s Purse’

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF

http://lwww.ides.org/giving/index.php?route=common/home

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/Giving/gift_catalog/

These catalogs will be available in the alcove at the end of the auditorium. If you want to, you can go dir:
the websites listed above. We would encourage you to incorporate these types of gifts into your fe
Christmas. Maybe you typically baygift for someone who needs nothing, but they would appreciate °
using that money to provide a significant gift in the name of Jesus to someone in hitihately, we give
because He gave. May the gifts we give be a fragrant offeyikigm (Phil. 418, Acts 10:4)

God Bless!
Ben JenningdMissions Ministry

Les' Latest...

How about buying a practical gift this holiday seas:
Everyone uses a lunch box, right?

Well, here is an opportunity to buy a thermal tote |
styles to choose fromAND help Southland's Youtt
raise funds to attend the 2012 Christ In You
conference!

The "Zip It" Thermal Totgotal cost $17.50js available in
several patterns and has the option of embroidert
personalization at an additional cogb5.50total costwith
personalization)

The "Cinch It" Thermal Totgotal cost is $23.50js also
available in several patterns, but embroidery is not
option for this style.

Please see our display in the foyer to place your orc
or feel free to see me with any questions.

Please Note: These items may not be available for Christmasrgeliv
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"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers." Galatians 6:

What is red, round, needs desperately to be filled up, and can be found
hanging out in the hallways of Southland Christian Church? Yes, it could be

Warren sporting a nice new festive Christmas sweater whi le waiting on
Carolyn for lunch. Bu tth at would be incorrect... at least this time. By now
you have probably noticed the two fairly empty red Salvation Army
barrels near the soda machine while walking through the hallway on your

way to worship or Sunday School. This year Southland, with the hel p of the
G6:10 ministries, is assisting The Salvation Army with their annual toy
collection drive for Christmas . The toys will be distributed during the
Salvation Army's Christmas assistance program. Our hope is that the
Southland family can assist in a most gracious and generous way.

As a church family , we are truly blessed to have the love and support of one
another, not only during the Christmas season, but throughout the entire
year. Unfortunately , as we all know too well today , there are many peopl e,
young and old, who do n ot have the same fortunes as we. T hey struggle on
a day -to-day basis just to pay bills and find money for food. When this time
of year comes around, many children of these families do not get to actively
participate in the full joy that Christmas can bring because their parents or
guardians do not have the necessary resources or abilities to provide them

with a Christmas gift . This is where we can help by sharing the spirit of
Christmas and the love Jesus has shown us by providi ng underprivileged
children in the local area with much needed precious gifts this Christmas.

Toys will be accepted in the barrels until December 18th and all gifts are
welcome . PLEASE DO NOT WRAP THE GIFT(S) . Gifts are needed from
infant to 18 years old with the greatest need being for boys in the age group

of 10 -17 years old. We urge each and everyone of you to support the drive

this year and to give with an open and willing heart. God truly blesses those

who give of themselves to help others.

Thank you and God bless.
G6:10



