1630 W. Republic Road

Springfield, MO 65807 * 417.881.7405 * gosouthland.org

Christmas Services

+

@
Saturday, December 24th @ 6:00 pm

Sunday, December 25th @ 10:00 am

This will be the same family-friendly (ages 6 & up) service offered at two different times.
Li'l Cruisers (5 & under) & Nursery will be available at both services.

New Year's Service

There will be one service on Jan. 1, 2012 at 10:00 am.

As most of you know, Southlands Children of Praise performed +heir
musical production of "The Great Christmas Giveaway' on Sunday. :
December llth.  If you missed it — you really missed something special.
The children did a great job!

Amy Ritz = Lori Hembree, the show's directors, have written +he
following:

A huge THANKS to all who helped with the COP production this y ear. All the
parents, all the youth who helped behind the scene s, Karl in the sound
booth, Emily with everything she did (I c anlsttitall ') And to Southland for
the prayers, hugs and support that it takes to make this happen.

Seeds were sown in se  veral ways this year. It was a great message and we

hope that everyone will remember who we were glorifying in this
production. JESUS. And all Godédés people said AAmM
In H im with Love, Amy Ritz

Parents of Children of Praise & Southland Family,

Thank you for the gift cards for dining out and shopping. The beautiful,

pink poinsettia is a special reminder of the dear children in "C.O.P." Your

generous gifts will be truly enjoyed.

Parents, thank you for your support of Children's Ministry by having your

children serve through Children of Praise.

Church Family, thank you that you see the importance of our young people
being involved in ministry at a young age.

Blessings to each of you during the Christmas season!
Love, Lori
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Leadership Meetings:

>Ministry Council: Thursday, Jan 5th, 6pm
>Elders' Meeting: Monday, Dec. 19th, 6pm
>Upcoming Editions of The Vine: December 21st

**Directory Additions-

**Directory Revisions-

If you have any changes, please e-mail or contact
the church office, as we prepare to put out a new
directory in 2012.

Baptisms-

New Members-
Bart & Tami Barrett
Mike & Stacy Holley



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=nativity&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=875&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=v8KVldzo5SoSlM:&imgrefurl=http://jay3gsm.blogspot.com/2010/12/nativity.html&docid=L1T_RlNeLImuxM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_tui5ZcjLf7g/TRTst3rInbI/AAAAAAAABjE/7W-5sFKA4BY/s1600/nativity.jpg&w=866&h=433&ei=GpnKTvSZIe6psAKRgqEa&zoom=1
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A few years ago, my older two kids were involved in a Christmas program. They had done their pal
group of kids were doing a brief skit. It had a poignant reminder for those of us caught in the midst
Christmas celebrations. @ee { £« " {x 8&§~| " ©Cy £ wxw

The stage was decorated for a birthday party. A boy was excitedly preparing for his guests to ar
they showed up; each one brought a gift, supposedly ready to help celebrate the birthday boy anc
Ard yet, throughout the events of the party, it became quite clear what really mattered to the guests
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given a turn at all. In fact, he stood alonle Wisi guests had all the fun. They gathered toget
enjoyed the party thrown in his honor, but he was ignored.

T g{x- {tw t " |]ix yE| "{x z|y" "8 "£ ux E£nxc_
see what his guests had brought Bum instead of offering him the gifts, they spread the p
around to each other around the circle, each guest opening and receiving a gift intei
birthday boy. He sat alone in the midst of it all. They used his special day to btdhsroie
once again, he was ignored.

T g{xe¢e? “"{x " |ix {tw vEjx " £ x¢}E- " {x ul
happen, they began to devour the cake before the birthday boy even got a piece.

As | watched the skit, it clearly comated a significant message to my heart: what a shame it is whe
together to supposedly honor Jesus at His birthday, but for all intents and purposes, we ignore Hin
ot |t x 8 0 zt " {x,; ] ¢z “ £z xHis{hanpr, excBanging g¢ifs with ‘or{e »ar
focusing on what we get out of the season. All along, wet@amradily ignore the One we are supp
zt "{x!xw "£ {E£CE£!A by VEO! &§x? {x!xC8 " \extheprrble
is in the way we fail to incorporatedamr failure to keep Him at the very heart of our traditions.

This Christmas season, may we make sure we leave room for the One who is truly worthy of our «
we continue to give gifbsothers, but may we always do it in a way that is truly reflective of the gift Hi
to us. May we remember the One who came to earth to lay down His life for our salvation.

My Christmas prayer for you is this ay mour Christmas be filled with love, peace, joy, hope, fun, ¢
even good health. May you discover the best way for that to happen: by keeping Christ at the
Christmas.

In HIS Service.

Mt

UPCOMI NG SERMOI

Dec. 25 0Godos GIFTS to us

When Love Came Dow]

Jan. 1 Les Londeen preaching
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southlandwomen

There is a particular part of the Christmas story that has always captured my heart. It came before the birth,
the star, the angels, and the shepherds. It happened long before the wise men brought their gifts. It is the
subject of only 13 of the 94 @SNE S& Ay [ dzl S GKFG OKNRYAOfS (KS
read through the Christmas story, | find myself reading these 13 verses over several times:

LY GKS AAEGK Y2yiGK GKS |y3St DhamddN&éarethgto & virginSy i
O0SGUNRGKSR G2 | YIy 6K2aS yIYS 41a&a W2aSLKI 2F 0
YR KS OIFYS (G2 KSNJIYR &FARXZ WDNBS{iAy3I&azZ h Tl
troubled at the saying, andied to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to
KSNE W52 y20 06S FFTNIARY alNRBXI F2N) &82dz KI @S 7T2d:
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be gtesilldre called the Son of

the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign
F2NBOSNE YR 2F KAa (1AYy3IR2Y GKSNB gAftft 0SS y2 Sy

l'YR alNBE alAR (2 (GKS |y3aSts wi2g gAff (GKAa 0S:

AndttS | y3St yagSNBR KSNE We¢KS 1 2f@& {LIANRKRGOG oAff
2O0SNEKFR2¢ @2dzT GKSNBT2NB (i KShe SdabffGBd. Al behd@d, your NI/
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceiveahaand this is the sixth month with her who was

Ottt SR ol NNBy® C2NJ y2UiKAYy3a gAfft 0SS AYLRaairofs
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In the midst of the miracle that was God becoming man and heavenly hosts appearing over the Judean
O2dzy UNBAARST Ay (KS YARAG 2F GKS GNI @St |yR 0
mankind, there is a young girl.

When you stop and think about it, perhaps this is THE most amazing of all the humanaspects of the Christmas

a02NEO® 2 KFG DFONRSE g2dZ R KBl RRYSE Ky R Jaid HNek

YS GKIG GKS SIENIKfe SESOaAAPYSNI D2RPaA dAR P A X
AG 0SS G2 YSX¢ DN} yiSRZ 06SAy3a FIOSR gA0GK |y |
al N2Qa TFTANRG NBalLkRyaS Aa 2yS 2F TSI N® Yofed® It v «
y2G tA1S aKS ¢éla ardidAy3a FNRdzyR ¢FAGAY3a gAGK |
see an angel or receive special attention from heaven. She was not unique among her peers. Scripture

R2SayQi Ff ol ¥dzi 8 KREB I XNKE HFAOGK dza 602y aAiARSNI [ «
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people we read about. They did not live their lives in a vacuum, void of emotions or stresses. Not only was

Mary an ordinary Jewish girl, but she had many of the emotional and physical concerns that a modern teenage

girl might have. | can imagine her mind racing as she struggled to grasp the implications of what Gabriel was

sk @AYy 3D L OFy AYF3IAYS Ittt (GKS aGéoKIFG Fo2dziXé |
how this conception was to occur, but certainly there were others.



S()T:fthland Vine Pg.4

...continued from page 3
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to her. | think about the heart of a girl so young, and yet so willing to put God first ¢ most likely at a cost to
herself. Given her age, it was an incredibly mature and selfless decision.

DarrellBocksummaril $& GKS ¢SA3IKG 2F al NBEQa RSOA&A2YVY

Gal NEQad NBaLRyaS NBGSIfa KSNJ OKI NI OGSNW W[ SG AT
being asked to bear a child as a virgin without being married. In standing up for God and His power, she

wilf LINRolofe 0S02YS (KS 202S0G 2F YdzOK R2dzmd | yR
will allow God to work through her as He wills. He can place her in whatever difficult circumstances He
RSaANBaz F2N) 4KS (1y26a GUKFEG D2R A& 6AGK KSNWDE

Mary reflects the person whom God unexpectedly chooses to use. She carries no outstanding credentials and

calls a less-than-desirable town her home. She brings nothing to the table except a heart that CHOOSES, at a
Y2YSyiQa y20GA0S3 @idthdantsOf She GoSsha sebvs il thiNkSt is Fedrtndedldt
surrenderi K 4 A& Y2ad G2dzOKAy3Iod al NB NBFtSOia (GKS 1
ASNDIyld G2 dzasS a 1S gAttao 5 2nde@wias adlipant at SThete M&re/ 3
jdzSaidArAz2ya GGKFdG ¢g2ddZ R 6S | a1{SRT KSNJ gSNE NB LIzl i
surrender or qualifiers for her submission. In the end, Mary humbly chooses servant-hood over self-serving.

| am left to wonder: If a child of 12-16 years of age can make such a momentous, history changing surrender to
serve her God, why is it that we, of whom so little is asked, often balk at the very notion of giving ourselves over
to Him in complete surrender? May this young girl at the heart of the Christmas story inspire us to offer
2dz2NB St @Sa (G2 I AY Y2NB YR Y2NB® | SNBQa K2g t | dz
God because of all He has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice ¢ the kind He will find acceptable.
CKAA A& GNHzZA & GKS gl @& (2 g2NAEKALI I AYE ow2Ylya w

A Thank-you note from Daisy McLaughlin-
To My Southland Family:

Thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement after my recent shoulder surgery. The
flowers were beautiful and really brightened by day. Thanks also for the prayers. | am so blessed
to have such a wonderful church family!

Thanks,

Daisy
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Les' Latest...

Believe Conference & "Souper” Bowl Luncheon

Imagine a building full of junior high students jumping up and down, shouting praises to their
Savior. Imagine speakers, musicians and artists sharing life-changing stories, songs and memories
from God's Word. Imagine all of these components wrapped up in a "Indiana Jones" theme. I'm
describing this year's WORD TOUR, hosted by the Christ in Youth Believe Conference.

The Believe Conference is specifically designed for middle school students. Southland's young
people and sponsors will be attending the regional event at the Family Arena in St. Charles,
Missouri the weekend of February 17th & 18th. Conferees will enjoy worship, drama, testimonies
and great speakers. The practical application of each message is reinforced by comedians,
illusionist, artists and video.

The total cost for the Believe Conference is $80.00 per person (includes hotel housing and conference fees).
A $40.00 pre-registration fee will be due Sunday January 29th to make reservations for an
adrenaline racing weekend. This amount will be deducted from the total cost.

You'll also want to add the "Souper" Bowl Luncheon (Sunday, January 29th) to your calendar. This
is our annual fundraiser to cover the costs of fuel and rental vehicles for the Believe Conference.
Check out the display at the youth counter and sign up for an adventurous WORD TOUR.

®)> TNC

COLLEGE & YOUNG CAREER CONNECTIO

Who is God? This may seem to be one of the simplest questions
to ask to a bunch of Christians in a church newsletter, but
sometimes answering some of the most basic questions about
our faith can completely change the way we live outour faith.
When we look at who God really is as revealed to us in His Word,
Al aKz2dzZ RyQu 2yfe OKFy3aS 2d
but it should drasticallychange our perception of who we are

Beginning January 15" at Southland in the Great Roomthe new
| 21 ¢ SEISK, 2dzy3 /| NBE S NJ a A ngAedenl
week video/discussion series looking at who God is and how it

a seven week study.

should affect our lives in a real way.

Sundays @ 9am @ Southland ¢ Beginning January 15th



Here's What's F

IN THE EVENT g
OF

INCLEMENT
WEATHER...

There are times when we have to
either cancel or somehow adjust our
schedule due to weather. These
changes will be made as soon as
reasonably  possible. We  will
communicate such changes in

these two main ways:

*On the front page of the website:
gosouthland.org
*Via e-mail to our "Vine" distribution

list (to have your e-mail address added to this
list, contact the church office.)

appening..

NewsFromthe Nursery
by DianeYates

As 2011 comes to a close, | humbly
thank all of our nursery volunteers
and our 2-3 year old class teachers
- Kathy Grover and Rhonda Austin.
Your service and care for our little
ones is giving them a foundation to
build upon as they grow in their
faith. My prayer is that you'll all
continue to bless our families
through service in 2012, and
encourage others to do the same.

The schedule for January is in this
edition of The Vine.

Love in Christ, Diane

LT T
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EMPTY NESTERS...

The most marvelous time of year is
here, and it is time for us to
celebrate the birth of our Savior
Jesus Christ. How wonderful it
would have been to have been
there on that beautiful morning!

Stop and remember what we really
celebrate on Christmas day. Happy
Birthday, Jesus!

Upcoming Events:

Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve Party
at Bill & Pam Foster's
home.

| want you all to know how
blessed | feel for each one of
you. | wish you all a very
blessed Christmas. Love you all!

“byShirley Bloss, Coordinator

| Friday

JanudBy 20P

6:30 pm to 9:30 pm
No charge, but you must pre-register by
January 8th!
- Helpers are:

_

"1
. . . . . . . . LI All purchases support our Building Fund.
Amber Neil; Daisy McLaughlin; Charlotte BmyeAtispn Shelby Ritz; Debbie Nelson; Ceci & Linsay {

shopwithscriﬁﬁ com
Southland's Enrollment Code:
7B6FE6772L1L91
SCRIP order dates:

Jan. 2, 16, 30

(Orders are placed by 9am.)

"CASH & CARRY" SCRIP IS AVAILABLE IN
THE CHURCH OFFICE. CHECK IT OUT!

PRAYERTo share prayer requests with our church, send them via e-mail to: prayer@gosouthland.org or call the church office.

Dear Southland-

For those who want to be a
part of the first service worship
team beginning in January,
rehearsals will be on Thursday
evenings, beginning December
8th at 6:30pm. More info at
the meeting on Dec. 18th after
the 2nd service.

| must say thanks to all of you here at Southland. You have helped my family grow
spiritually, and met our needs in many ways. Whether it was feeding us after Tim's
birth or a surgery, caring for our children (who are now 13 & 15, and SERVE) in the
nursery (yes, we've been here that long), or giving us a wonderful send-off luncheon...
you have been perfect at showing us God's love.

We often hear people refer to a church body as their "Church Family." The body
here at Southland has been EXACTLY like our family for the past 14+ years. Thank
you for loving and blessing us so greatly!

We are looking for lackup
and/or choir singers, lead
vocalists, all types of
instrumentalists, sound/AV techs
+ others who want to help out.

| do have one request. | am down in Florida now, and have started my new job.
Paula and the boys are in Springfield until our home sells. We do believe that God's
timing is perfect, and He has a plan for us. But, we ask you to pray for our family
during this time of separation.

Thank You & God Bless You!

Matt Rodriguez



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=children+playing&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=875&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=T2BulCCASFNIJM:&imgrefurl=http://ccdumaguete.com/new/2011/04/16/only-children-can-enter/cartoon-children-playing/&docid=8vNugi_HqXobzM&w=620&h=415&ei=zBF6Tr2aLMGlsQLfx92qAw&zoom=1
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SERVING SCHEDULE - JANUARY 2012

Communion Prep: Brandon & Courtney Joines

GREETERS WELCOME CENTER |

1/1/12 - 10 am SVC.

Jay & Kim Tyler

Dennis & Kay McCann

1/8/12 - 1ST SVC.
1/8/12 - 2ND SVC.

Jon Carmichael's D-Group
Becky Hamm's D-Group

Jon Carmichael's D-Group
Becky Hamm's D-Group

1/15/12 - 1ST SVC.
1/15/12 - 2ND SVC.

Brenda Ochs' D-Group
Karen McDonald's D-Group

Brenda Ochs' D-Group
Karen McDonald's D-Group

1/22/12 - 1ST SVC.
1/22/12 - 2ND SVC.

Mike Owen's D-Group
Lila Renkin's D-Group

Mike Owen's D-Group
Lila Renkin's D-Group

1/29/12 - 1ST SVC.
1/29/12 - 2ND SVC.

Terry Ochs' D-Group
Ernie Emmerton's D-Group

Terry Ochs' D-Group
Ernie Emmerton's D-Group

 SERVERS

1ST SERVICE

2ND SERVICE

1/1/12 Joe Sewell, Karen McDonald, Austin Presko, Mike & Carolyn Owen, Josh Owen, Steve
Ernie Emmerton, Warren Burros Marsh, Amanda Presko, Craig Carroll

1/8/12 Chuck Weaver, Brady Burge, Doug Graves, Ken Nelson, Pete Lippert,

Jay Tyler, Dennis McCann Bill Foster, Brad Foster, Susan Kaylor
1/15/12 Karen McDonald, Don Mills, Ben Jennings, Jay Butler, Brandon Joines,

Warren Burros, Wilber Kaylor Cortney Joines, Mark Miller, Dan Gray, Bob Wood

1/22/12 Dennis McCann, Warren Burros Les Londeen & Youth Ministry

Jerry & Daisy McLaughlin,
1/29/12 Chuck Weaver, Brady Burge, Les Londeen & Youth Ministry

Jay Tyler, Dennis McCann

NURSERY 1ST SERVICE 2ND SERVICE

1/1/12 Caroline Stewart's D-Group Sue Hart and daughters
1/8/12 Brenda Ochs' D-Group Debbie Gray, Kayla Gray, Sammie Wilson
1/15/12 Denise Silvey's D-Group A.). & Terra Gegg, Amanda Miller
1/22/12 Debbie Nelson, Karen McDonald KA Ak K
1/29/12 Pat Burge, Susan Burge HEAK Ak K

Cruisers Pit Stop Li'l Cruisers Cruiser's Assistants Cruiser's
Check-in (9am - 9:20am) 10:30am - 11:45am 10:30 - 11:45am LEADER
1/1/12 Charlotte Emmerton Lisa Deckard Lori Hembree
Cindy Benefield
1/8/12 Allie Banks & Allison Ritz Kelly Loftis Allison Ritz Brad & Ashley Worthy
Shelby Ritz
1/15/12 Brenda Ochs' D-Group Jill Simms Sara Hickle Les
Stacy Holley
1/22/12 Mike Owen's D-Group Kristin Londeen Kendall Wooldridge Andy & Donna Lillard
Allie Banks
1/29/12 Terry Ochs' D-Group Kelly Loftis Sydney Wooldridge Emily Sampson
Allison Ritz Lola Weaver
COMPUTER COMMUNION MEDITATION
1/1/12 - 10 am SVC. Katy Carmichael Pat Little
1/8/12 - 1ST SVC. Dan Gray Matt Martin
1/8/12 - 2ND SVC. Dan Gray Ben Jennings
1/15/12 - 1ST SVC. Christy Wall Warren Burros
1/15/12 - 2ND SVC. Jay Butler David Silvey
1/22/12 - 1ST SVC. Kendall Wooldridge Dennis McCann
1/22/12 - 2ND SVC. Katy Carmichael Mike Owen

1/29/12 - 1ST SVC.
1/29/12 - 2ND SVC.

T.B.A. (YOUR NAME HERE!)
T.B.A. (YOUR NAME HERE!)

Ernie Emmerton
Mike Hembree




House &/or Pet
Sitting
417.773.8094%

. TN

Book your 2012 vacation datigs ea |

Mini-Ad
No Graphic =$ 2.00

Regular-Ad WITH Graphic = $ 2.50
No Graphic = $ 3.00 (Ad runs twice.)

WITH Graphic = $ 4.00

(Ad runs twice.)

The (atalogue ads:

We can create custom ad sizes. They will be priced according to size. Ads are accepted from SCC Members only. They must be
submitted 7 days prior to the day The Vine is published. You must submit your ad with payment (payable to SCC) to The Vine editor.
Ad will not be published until payment is received. Whenever possible, for best quality - digital images in .jpeg format are preferred
over printed photos. All ads will be screened for appropriateness, and refused if deemed inappropriate. Payment will be returned if
your ad is refused. Editor's discretion will be used when preparing ads - this includes, but is not limited to, graphic size, type,
spelling, phrasing. Ad runs two times, unless cancelled. It is seller's responsibility to contact us to cancel an ad. All proceeds benefit

the Southland Building Fund.
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